Salem Lamartine 11:00 1/12/69 

♦Processional Eyinn / 

Choral Call to Borship 
♦Confession of Sin 

Assurance of Pardon 
-ipture Matthew 7: 13-29 
^^TJloria Patri 
♦Apostles Creed 
♦Pstoral Prayer 
Anthem 
Announcements 

Rev. Hiack next Bun., because of Gr. 



£>*& 



^cA^/z ^FT^^- Cjfv*c// 



Offering, Response, Prayer 
Hymn /~lC 

Sermon 

Prayer & Lord's Prayer 

Hymn u 1 
nedftct!on 
♦Threefold Amen 

PostludS 



St. John Emlenton 9:30 1/12/69 

♦Processional Hymn 
♦Choral Call To Worship 
♦Confession of Sin 
♦Assurance of Pardon 
r ^ sponsive Reading Pg» 565 Sel 12 
~Hymn 1 

Scripture Matthew 7: 13-29 
Gloria Patri 
♦Apostles Creed 
♦Pastoral Prayer & Response 
Anthem 
Announcements 

Rev.. Hiack next Sunday because of Gr, 



Offering, Prayer 
♦Hymn f^f 

Sermon 

Prayer & Lord's Prayer 

♦Hymn % I 

3enedi cti on 
— Threefold Amen 
♦Postlude 



TRINITY CHARGE — THE OITITED CHURCH OP I 
Ralph C. Link, Pastor 



Trinity Church, Jew Bloonficld 
Christ Church, Duncannofi 



9:00 A.M. 
10:30 A.M. 



T*E ORUlffi OP "i'OHSniP 



January 3. l r J7I 



The Organ Prelude 

•The Hymn of Praise 426 

•The Call to Worship 

•The Prayer of Confession (Urn' yon) 

; aorcy upon us, God, according to Thy 

kindness; according to the multitude of 

Thy tender Mercies blot out our transgressions. 

■ .■rou.~hly fron our Iniquities, and 
cleanse us frara our Gins. Por ve acknovrT t m.'je 
our transgressions, pud our sin is ever before. 
us. Create in us clean hearts, C-od, rind re- 
right spirit within us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. toen. 

:.yrio: 
•The Apcurrinec of Pardon 
The Scripture llatthevr 7:13-29 

♦ The Gloria Patri 
The Pastoral Prayer 
Announce..! en ts 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 

*The Doxology 

•The Offering Prayer and lord's Prayer 

The Hymn of Meditation 428 

The Sermon — "Standing At The Crossroads" 

The Scrrion prayer 

•The Hymn of Response 4 23 

• The Benediction 
•The Threefold Amen 
*The Postlude 



WBNU& AHH0UNCEI1E1TTS 

Vfe will have Coanunion next Sunday January 
10th. Rev. James C-oId will exchange pulpits 
<si%\ yoi'r pastor. 



TRINITY CHURCH AHHOUHCaiSNTS 

Th< Ladies of the Church will meet Thursday 
January 7th at 7:30' P.M. Bring send paper 
and wear old clothes to Liake pictures for 
the folks at the County Hone. 



CHRIST CHURCH AITNOETC SHESTS 

Consistory Hooting Monday January 4th at 8:00 
P.M. 

Win-A-Chun Class will meet at Mary Louise 
Dowdrick'a on Friday January 8th at 7:30 P.M. 
Miss Esther Spoase will be in charge.. 

Mr.. J. D, Strickland will be at the consistory 
meeting to discuss the organ. Please note that the 
time of the meeting has been changed to 7:30 to 
make it possible for I':r. Strickland to leave Dun- 
cannon a little earlier to travel to Lewi atom. 
Any and all of the congregation are invited to at- 
tend this meeting to hear the proposals concerning 
the organ. So ifl you are interested Dleaae come. 



•Denotes Congregation Standing 
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SAINT PAMWa L'U'iiKit.lN CIi/KCH 

THIS UNlTiO CH'JRCH IF CHRIST 

ICKE: 3080, PENNSYLVANIA 

PAfi'LUB JAMES H. GOO, 43d-3£32 

THE tflHST SUNDAY AFTER TH£ EPIPHANY 

January 1J, 1971 

THK ):'-0 SBWICB (L'JTHEHAN) 

The Prelude 
•The Professional Hymn 
•The Service, Pages J-l4 
The Ilttroit ani Collect, Paije 51 
The Le330n, jiceleslastes 12: 1-7 
The gplatlSj Romans 12: 1-5 
The Hallelujah, Page 15 
•The Gospel, Luke 2: 4l-52 

{Gloria Ti'Ji and La us TIM) 
•The Apostles Creed, Page 17 
The Hymn 
The sermon 
•■The Offertory, Page 17, Tfce Offering 
•The Benediction 
*Tha Recessional Hymn 
•Silent Prayer and •The Postlude 

JHE ]J:^a SERVICE ('JCC) 

The Prelude [lighting the Candles J 
•The Hymn 32 3 

•The Solemn Declaration and "Invocation 

The Scripture, bake £: 41-52 
•The Gloria Patri 493 

The General Prayer and Prayer Response 53J 

The Anthem ~ /wfin/YtJ&nrfa/ri 

The Jffering, jffertory, "Offering Response 

25*5 

The Hymn 322 

The Sermon 
•The Lui'd'a Prayer 

•The Hymn 31 J 

"The Benediction, Threefoli Amen, ?ostlude 

•Congregation atanja 



46 
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The f lowers on the Lutheran altar were pre- 
sented to the Glory of God by the Loyal 
Daughters . 

We welcome Rev. Ralph Link to our service 
this morning. 

Today Pastor Gold is conducting Holy 
Communion services at New 31oomfieid an! 
Juncannon. 

Lutlieran choir practice will be held thin 
afternoon at l;30 ?M. Plana are being made 
to organize a youth choir, so cooperation of 
youth and parents will be appreciated 

"JGC choir practice Wednesday evening. 

Willing Workers covered dish supper to re- 
veal the Secret Pals will be January 15th at 
7:00 ?M. Members bring Ojvered dish other 
than dessert. 

An jrganiaatlonai meeting for confirmation 
class will be held January 23r3 at 10:00 AM 
in the Lutheran Church. 

Reception for the 53th welding anniversary 
of Mr. i Mrs. Toney Hockenberry will be heiJ 
January 24th from 2:05 to 4: >} at St. Paui'a 
Lutheran Church. 

WCT'J meeting January 2Sth at 7:30 PM in the 
Lutheran Church. 

Cjuncl] meeting February 7th. 

c+JMty ^^ /l*/7T 

7/7" 

) I 
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Standing At The Crossroads 

Text: Matthew 7: 13,14 
"Writer by the narrow gate, since the road that leads to perdition is wide and 

r-acious, and many take it; but i't is snnarrow gate and a hard road that leads 

to life an^ only a few find it." 

"To every man there oneneth a way and ways and a way; 

And +Iie high soul treads the high way, and the low soul gropes the low; 
And in between on the misty flats the rest drift to and fro; 
But "to every man there openeth a high way and a low; 

And every xsax man deeideth the way his soul should go. " 

These words were penned Dy John Oxenham "a„ British novelist. 

As we stand at the very beginning of another year we can count off the months 

and the weeks that lie afcead and ponder just what they will hold for each of us. 

This is a very sobering thought when one thinks of all the oossibilities that 

there are.. We may ask, will I be healthy, will I stay steadily employed, will i 

A 
be able to meet my obligations, and so on? But this is a new year.. A chance to 

tKido perhaps some of the things we have done.- A chance to get right with every- 
thing and everyone. To get right with our God,. 

To every man there openeth a way and --ways and a way; This is the 
noint at which we stand in this very young new year* In other words we can look 
at the year stretching before us, and in our minds eye we can visualizes the high 
way, the low way and the middle way.. Whtirimray To use a play on words,, which way 
will it be for us? , _, ,,- tud£ 

The low way is the way of &»m ■*s£mc nmfa*& . It is the way of those 
who feel thejl-are just common people* People who make up the mpjority of the world, 
and who notices them or cares about them anyhowj We nay as well just take life as 
it comes because we can't do anything about it anyhow. This in short is the phil- 
osophy of this group. But is anyone doomed to a life of mediocrity? Not according 
to Jesus. He said that God knows and cares about each of nis sheep.. If one goes 
astray He still seeks him and tries to bring him back into the fold. 

The middle way is the way of doing just enough to get by. a striv- 
ing, but not too hard. A certain amount of time and energy must be expended but 
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not too much now. This is the basic philospohy of this proup. Don't you know 

people who are like this.. Our young people know some of these peoole in school* 

"ey just do enough to get by, but if they strove a little harder they could 

conceivably move up a notch higher* Don't you and I as adults know people like 
this? Of course we do, they are people ttr something like you and I* 

Then there is the high way. Not a road mind you but a high way. 
Above the rest in other words. These are the people who are jrobably looked upon 
by those in the lower groups as idealists.- As dreamers perhaps. Call them what 
you will, but these are the ueople who are not content to just be mediocre* They 
are striving and trying and their philosophy is that there is still more to be 
done. The job is not finished. This is what Jesus was saying when He said, "Enter 
by the narrow gate, since the road that leads to oerdition is wide and spacious, 
and many take it; but it is a narrow gate and a hard road that leads to life, 
and only a few find It. " 

Jesus gives us two choices and the poet gives us three,. But re— 
• Tdless whether it is two or three it is only one that counts. If we follow the 
other choice that is left to us or the other two we are losers.. We can't win un- 
less we join the ranks of those striving for the high way* But here again we have 
the choice. V/e can choose to becomplete followers of Jesus, or we can be half 
hearted followers and more or less say to Him, "Your rules and regulations for 
life are o.k. but I can only follow you half way* " This in effect Is what we are 
saying when we cease to strive for the high way* 

Striving for the high way is the difference between the Hard and 
the easy;: It ts always easier to flow with the tide.. To drift through life and 
never strive to reach higher.. But it takes determination and effort to take the 
hard way out.. In today's society we want to do things the easy way. This is good 
up to a point* But when we reach the ooint that we want everything done for us 
or handed to us with no effort on our part, then we have reached the point of no 

turn. Look at all the civilizations that have been great nowers and see just 
what caused their downfall from greatness. It was the love of luxury and ease 
in most cases. Look at us today. We want everything clone for us, - ' *o d 

:ed„ I and next re rtll want It prechewed so all we need do is 
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swallow. We want to be entertained. When a lot of us were children we could, enter- 
tain ourselves for hours. Now our children can't entertain themselves for five 

'*nutes. They get bored so easily- There is nothing to do they say. But there is 
some ho-oe- If we can get back into the groove and strive to reach a little higher, 

we can overcome a lot of this seeking for ease and luxury, There is nothing wrong 

with a little ease and luxury, bat we tend to go too far.. It stunts our growth 

spiritually.. Because after all why do I need God when all I need do is push some 

buttons and I get immediate results. Or I can go to any store and provide myself 

with all the necessities of life. So why look for providence,, when it is around 

the corner in a store.. But those stores and those buttons on our machines can't 

take care of us when we leave it all behind- But Jesus can and He promised us 

that we can enter the narrow gate If we so choose- This is reason enough to seek' 

the high way. To strive above and beyond ourselves for the things that are spirit- 
ual. We can still be in this world,, but we needs not be of it., Hot completely 

anyhow.. We can live and enjoy lifeJlbut still belong to Jesus* 

Then seeking the high way is the difference betwwen the disciplined 

said the undisciplined way.. Kothing was ever achieved without discipline,, to become 

a great pianist requires hours and hours of practice.. To be a great football playei 

requires hours and hours of passing and kicking* The commedien Jack lenny as most 

BAP 
people know is not the Timbiti violinist he pretends to be- He has played the violin 

F*£?->£*rLY I /tfd^w 

all his life and he «a»ny| gives concerts.. On an interview program, retook ly he made 

A M>r ' 

the remark that he still practices about three or four hours a day.. And he is 74 -^ 

and could very easily sit down and relax.. But he strives to be better. A roommate 

of Roberto Clemente's one of the stars of the National baseball league, tells of 

the days when they were amatuer players back in their native Puerto Rico. He said 

that in the evening when they had gone to bed, noberto woulu hold a ball in his 

hand and for hours on end he would bounce it against the wall and catch it, ~nd 

throw it again and catch it. He would do this sometimes alioat all night long. 

jap fry 

To watch him- catch a ball Is a thing of beauty. He catches it with no effort at all 
Ail of this took disci line. A willingness to keep in shape.. You and I may marvel 
at the -pec en± space flighty Yet the men who performed *>+• think of it as only 
routine. Part of their duty.. Yet this very day the men who are to be the -£SEB±- to 



4. 
£# land on the moon in-«a**=3s±y are training for that flight, in other words they 

are being disciplined for the events that lie ahead of them. 

Here again we are lax in our society today.. We lack discipline. 
We dare not administer it in too many of our schools for fear that the parents 
of some children will take action agpinst the teacher or T>rineinal. We do not 
use discipline in our Churches as was used in the old days because we would lose 
members. So you see we have no one to blame but ourselves,,. We expect to raise 
the present generations without using discipline on them* We refuse to discipline 
ourselves in our lives or for that matter in our religion* I HAS a diminuti on 
ii IUi ' uub uJ uui^ombjMsc t a ^bw L lagl ni g hj i u rn -b hi£ _ jwj » jk su u ^ e-et.. Christianity is 
not rejected because what it trachea is wrong., it is rejected because what it 
presents to us is that in many areas we are wrong and therefore it hits us where 
it hurts so we do not want to accept it. It tells us to live a certain way and 
we do not want to give up our nice little way of living so we throw it out* 

But again we must look at the mmninflTft **^ months, i)^ this year 
■ S9^and decide if we ar4 going to be different. If we are going to change* Each 
December 31st we greet a new year. A year that is completely and entirely dif- 
ferent from the last* Yet how many of us become or even want to become new or 
different? If we are so called Christians we should want to change some of our 
old habits and ways. Some of the things that perhaps have keot us from the narrow 
gate that Jesus spoke of. It is not too late for each of us to resolve to turn 
over that new leaf and to greet the rest oftthis new year with a changed outlook* 
With a changed thinking and with a striving to be a new person* 
"To every man there opine th a way and ways and a way; 

And the high soul treads the high way, and the low soul gropes the low;: 
And in between on the misty flats the rest drift to and fro; 
But to every man there openeth a high way and a low; 



And every man decideth the way his soul should go*" 

O 

go m-WtO* 

Let us pray. 



Q 

Which way will we decide to go *L.5J§9$ 



